
HISTORY OF THE JOHN HENRY AND FERD C. BROOKS FARM 
1903 - 1958 

 
ADDRESS 
2071 Rebel Road SW 
Carrollton, OH  44615 
 
OWNERS AND BUILDER OF HOUSE AND BARN                                            
Charles W. Fawcett, born in County Fermanagh, Ireland and son of John Fawcett 
owned the beginning of what was to become the one hundred and ninety five acre 
“Brooks” farm. He also built the story and a half brick house in 1837 (the first brick 
house in Union Township) and the large 40x86 feet barn at around the same time. 
(A 30x30 feet straw shed was added by Ferd C. Brooks in 1926.)  
 
Preceding the brick home was a large two-story, two room “sawed-log” cabin with 
an enclosed staircase winding over a huge fireplace. This cabin, built around 1820  
by Charles W. and Marjorie Brooks Fawcett, was kept in excellent condition until it 
burned in the 1990’s.  
 
The beginning of the Brooks ownership began in 1903 when John Henry Brooks, 
Ferd’s father, bought the farm from Charles Fawcett. John Henry Brooks died in 
1913 and courthouse records show that the farm was transferred to Ferd C. Brooks 
in 1917 and remained in his name until he sold it to Paul Bixler in 1958. 
 
John Henry Brooks, like his father, Thomas Foster Brooks, also owned two 
neighboring farms. These farms are presently owned by Dallas Plessenger and Gene 
Campbell. John Henry was a sheep farmer and was reputed to have maintained a 
flock of around six hundred Marino sheep. It was John Henry who built the sheep 
house, scale house, corral and loading chute sometime after 1903 at a location just 
west of what is now Rt. 332. In addition to John Henry’s livestock, the scale house 
was also used by neighboring farmers, some of which drove their animals over the 
old buggy roads. These buildings were used throughout the Fred C. Brooks 
ownership. 
 
Ferd Brooks also added the following buildings: A wagon shed, springhouse (which 
also served as a milk house), machine shed (connected to the log cabin) and two 
chicken houses. He also built an addition to the house consisting of a dinning room, 
kitchen and bathroom. Also added were a front porch, side porch and a mudroom 
off the kitchen. These were all constructed in the twenties and thirties. A new milk 
house, built to grade-A milk specifications, was added to the barn in 1956.   
 
INNOVATIVE FARMING PRACTICES AND COMMUNITY ASSOCIATIONS 
WHICH WERE INSTITUTED DURING THE FERD C. BROOKS OWNERSHIP 
PERIOD. 
As sheep farming gradually gave way to dairy, beef and crop farming, a lot of sheep 
grazing hills were beginning to erode.  
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With the advent of President Roosevelt’s Federal Jobs Program in the 1930’s, a 
CCC Camp was built between Palermo and Leesville Lake. Workers in this 
program would help farmers in many different ways. Beginning in 1936, Ferd had 
them plant several thousand pine trees on non-tillable land to prevent erosion, build 
watering troughs in pastures for livestock and repair farm machinery. In 1938, he 
was one of the first farmers to develop “strip farming” and the rotation of crops. At 
about the same time he helped establish the local Farm Bureau and Rural 
Electrification Association (REA). He served as Chairman of the Boards of these 
organizations during the 40’s and early 50’s. 
 
As a farmer, Ferd maintained a dairy herd of gurnsey’s (and a few jersey’s to raise 
the milk’s butterfat content), summer and winter herds of beef and hogs, flocks of 
sheep and chickens and of course, horses until he bought a total of three tractors. In 
addition, he raised seed corn, seed oats and seed wheat. He was a strong believer 
that farmers should not “put all their financial eggs in one basket” in order to 
provide themselves with supplemental incomes throughout the year.  
 
In 1945, he bought the Township’s first combine. A little later another farmer 
bought a baler and another a cornpicker. Thus began a new era of “Neighboring” 
with each farmer sharing his time and equipment to harvest one another’s crops. He 
also took great pride in keeping the buildings and equipment painted and in good 
repair and the land well maintained. 
 
JOHN HENRY AND FERD C. BROOKS SHORT GENEALOGY 
John Henry Brooks, Born in 1854 died in 1913 
Eliza Lindsey Brooks, Born in 1853 died in 1929 
They had four Children: Thomas, born 1876 died in 1924, Morris, born 1878 died in 
1959, Lettie Elizabeth Tope, Born in 1881 died in 1966 and Ferd, born in 1889 died 
in 1965. 
 
Ferd’s wife, Lena Stahl Mikesell Brooks, a German woman from Jewett Ohio, 
taught school in Union Township for seventeen years. Before they were married she 
stayed with the John Henry Brooks family. They had four children: John, who died 
soon after birth, Miriam, born 1924, Joseph, born 1928 and Gilbert, born 1936. 
 
In 1958, they sold the farm and moved to West Main St. in Carrollton.  
Ferd, Born in 1889 died in 1965  
Lena, born in 1893 died in 1978 
Both are buried in Fairview Cemetery, Jewett, Ohio  
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