
           Perrysville  Methodist Episcopal Church  
   Amsterdam Rd 
  Scio, OH  43988 

 
The site on which the building is located. as well as the adjacent cemetery was 

donated by Mahlon Stewart who laid out the village on January, 28, 1835.  The roster of 
the founding members was lost in a fire at the Leesville Parsonage, but the history of the 
church as well as the village was closely associated with the Kirby, Shambaugh, Morgan, 
Kelley, Stewart, Shepherd, and Tope families. 

 
The Perrysville Methodist Episcopal Church was founded in 1833 as a part of the 

Leesburg Charge in the Steubenville District of the Pittsburgh Conference.  The roll of 
members of the early church is not available as early records were lost in a fire at the 
Leesville Parsonage. 

 
Men and women who were interested in the church gave ten colored glass 

windows, a bell that rang loud and clear, and made available a sculptured ceiling and 
curved hardwood Pews. 

 
           In the early days of the church the lights were furnished by acetylene gas, later a 
Delco electric light plant was installed and used until present electric lights were 
connected. 
 
            A red carpet was selected by Anna Tope and Jason Shambaugh.  Later a green 
carpet was purchased and laid.  An organ had been used for music until a piano was 
purchased in June, 1953. 
 

The interior of the church was painted and decorated in 1939 by the Bryant 
Brothers of Columbus. 

 
In November, 1960, the interior of the church was painted and decorated by Ira 

Palmer and Ray Umpleby.  Some of the windows were re-lettered by Edna Hendricks. 
Double doors were installed October 15, 1938, and new storm windows were 

added by Harry Hibbs. 
 
Jean Burton and Lois Butterfield varnished the floor of the church and some 

women met at Jean’s home and helped varnish chairs. Henry Burton made and put the 
book holders on the backs of the pews.  Edward McCort also helped with this work. 

 
The steeple was in need of repair - a very dangerous job - but Mason Johnston 

and Gerald Miller insisted they would do it.  So they went to the very top of the steeple 
and painted it in August of 1967.  Rev. Tulga, who was minister at that time, helped 
Frank Butterfield paint the shutters in the yard. 

 
For several years the members met at the church sometime during the summer 

with the women cleaning the church and the men working in the cemetery.  There was a 
covered dish dinner at noon. 

 
The Epworth League was organized in 1893 when the church was in the new 

Philadelphia District, East Ohio Conference.  A duplicate charter was presented in 1926.  



Meetings were held in the homes once a month. 
 
In 1939 The Women’s Society of Christian Service of the Methodist Church was 

born in crisis, and in 1941 was organized in the Perrysville Methodist Church.  The idea 
in mind wa the furthering of Christ’s Kingdom.  Whenever something was needed for 
the church, the women were ready to help.  The organization meeting was held at the 
home of Mrs. Frank Butterfield.  The following officers were chosen: 

 
President Mrs. Mildred Butterfield 
Vice President Zelda McCort 
Secretary Bessie Gotshall 
Treasurer Elizabeth Hendricks 
Recording Secretary Charlotte Gotshall 
Program Leader Zelda McCort 

   
Meetings were held once a month at the church or in homes.  Zelda McCort was 

president during the years 1945 and 1946.  On March 6, 1946 the Society decided to get 
a new Congoleum rug for the church vestibule.  Zelda McCort and Margaret Davis laid 
the rug.  This was replaced by a new one in 1953. 

 
Zelda McCort said that being president made her realize how kind and helpful the 

women of the church were; she appreciated every one of them. 
 
Often Bible quizzes were held at the meetings.  They were helpful to all.  Once 

Ollie Brooks, a visitor from Mt. Pleasant Church, had charge of the quiz. This was very 
interesting. 

 
Each year the Society pieced and quilted a quilt, sold it, and the money was used 

for the good of the church - whatever was needed. 
 
An interesting thing happened on May, 1947.  The meeting was to be held in a 

home and some way the dates were confused and the ladies went a week earlier than 
expected by the hostess.  She was in the midst of cleaning her living room.  Some of the 
furniture was on the lawn.  The ladies helped her carry the furniture into the living room 
and they held a fine meeting. All felt the hostess was to be highly commended for the 
way she coped with the situation.  She also served a delicious lunch. 

 
One Sunday morning a good many years ago when Edna Hendricks was teaching 

her class, an unusual incident occurred.  She saw a small grey kitten come in the door.  
It walked down the aisle toward the front of the church.  She happened to know that one 
member of the class was apt to panic in the presence of a cat.  She signaled to one of the 
boys who promptly rose and removed the cat. 

 
Some who have served the church as organists and pianists are: 
  

Myrtle Kendall Patterson Kelley 
Anna C. Calcott Tope 
Marie Kirby Logan 
Gilcy Kirby Walters 
Wilma Tope Longsworth 
Lois Green Butterfield 



Pearl James Umpleby 
Frances Brown Hendricks 
Mildred J. Tope Butterfield 
Kathryn Ann Butterfield Armstrong 

 
Among those who have served as custodians of the church were: 
  

Sylvester Myers 
Charles Gotshall 
Will Dodd 
Vincent Betz 
Frank Butterfield 
Thomas Stevens 

  
Now, as a part of Steubenville District but in the Northeast Ohio Conference, one 

remembers ministers’ names such as W. B. Meiser, John Longsworth, R. A. Marty, 
Forest Nees, Scott George and Charles Tulga.   

 
The Evangelical United Brethren and Methodist Episcopal Churches at a uniting 

conference in Dallas, Texas in April, 1968, came together to form the United Methodist 
Church, the second largest protestant denomination in the United States. 

 
Following this, the official boards of the Perrysville Evangelical United Brethren 

and the Perrysville Methodist Episcopal churches met with the Rev. Williams in the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church, and again at the call of the pastor in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church.  The action was necessary to consider the merger of the two 
congregations. 

 
Resolutions to discontinue each and to be incorporated into the Perrysville 

United Methodist Church were adopted by each board in separate actions. 
 
On Sunday, December 8, 1968, the Rev. John L. Williams from the office of 

Bishop Kear came for the morning worship at 11:00 a.m.  Then he conducted the 
business session that formally merged the Perrysville Methodist Episcopal and 
Perrysville Evangelical Brethren congregations into one, to be known as the Perrysville 
United Methodist Church. 

 
This church filled an important niche in the community, providing not only a 

place of worship, but a final resting place for the remains of the early pioneers in the 
area.  Like many rural churches, the membership dwindled until it is no longer feasible 
to operate.  This was not due to a lack of interest, but rather to the deaths and removal 
from the area of former members. 

 
It was through the devoted interest of those remaining members that the Carroll 

County Historical Society was offered the church in order to preserve it. A satisfactory 
agreement between the Society and the Steubenville District of the Methodist Church 
was arranged. The Society officially agreed to accept the building January 19, 1972.  A 
special dedication ceremony was conducted on June 30, 1974.  The Historical Society 
placed a marker in front of the church with the following inscription: 
 
 “Organized in 1833 with Rev. E.C. Merriman as the first minister. 



 This church merged with the Evangelical United Brethren Church 
 on December 8, 1968 to form the present Perrysville United 
 Methodist Church.” 
 
Source: Mildred Butterfield, Edna Hendricks & Mary Palmer    


