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Accomplishment: 
 Founder of Herrington Bethel Methodist Church 

 
January 1, 1759 was a significant day in the history of Herrington Bethel Church. That is 
the date of its founder, John Herrington’s birth. Herrington family traditional stories 
vary; but a common thread runs through them that John’s parents died as a result of an 
Indian attack when he was quite young. Some accounts say he was eighteen months old, 
others two years old, still others say he was five years of age. 
    
War Department records show that John Herrington served in the Revolutionary War as 
a private in Capt. John Redman’s Company also designated Capt. Abraham George 
Claypool’s Company-Col. John Patton’s Continental Troops. His name first appears on a 
payroll for May 1777, which shows that he was in service 28 days and it last appears on a 
payroll record for April 1779. The regiment named above was organized in compliance 
with a Resolution of Congress on Dec. 27, 1776 and it was incorporated with Col. 
Hartley’s additional regiment by Resolution of Congress Jan. 13, 1779 to form the 11th 
Pennsylvania Regiment. The name of John Herrington appears as of the 11th 
Pennsylvania Regiment (1779-1780) on payrolls of the agents of the United States for 
the settlement of the pay of the Pennsylvania Line in the Revolutionary War, which 
shows that Herrington received $33.00 and 30/100 being for a balance of a settlement 
between the United States and Herrington to pay to Jan. 1, 1781. He received this pay in 
Oct. 1786 and signed with an “x”. 
 
Family stories say that he was proud to repeat that he at one time had the care of 
Washington’s great white charger horse and had the privilege and honor of leading the 
beautiful horse to water.  John was married at the age of 32 to Hannah Marshall who 
was 19 years old at the time. A traveling minister, Rev. George Moore from Delaware 
wed them on February 7, 1791. One descendant described John as 5’ 8”, weight 175 lbs, 
fair complexion, dark hair and brown eyes. He was a Whig until the Republican Party 
was formed. 
 
John and his family left York County, Pennsylvania in 1806 or 1807. In 1810, he 
purchased property in Knox Township, Jefferson County, Ohio (just East of the present 
town of Knoxville). For $1000, he received about 160 acres. 
 
In 1811, John Herrington made a float trip down the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers to New 
Orleans but the reason is unknown. 
 
On June 29, 1813, John Herrington sold 88 acres of the Knox Township land to Jacob 
Marshal for $300, and retained the rest of the land bordering on two sides of the land he 
sold. It is unclear what happened to the remainder of his land in Jefferson County. 
Records show Jacob Marshall, with his wife, Anna Westfall, came to Jefferson County 
from York County before 1812. This fact along with the relatively low purchase price for 
this property indicates that Jacob is the brother of Hannah Marshall Herrington. This 
Jacob was the father of Levi Marshall, who moved to Carroll County, near the 
Herrington’s and is buried in Herrington Cemetery next to John and Hannah.   
 



In the immediate area where the Herrington’s lived in Jefferson County were several 
other families that would eventually marry into the Herrington family. All had moved to 
the Jefferson County area after 1798. Several were from York County, Pennsylvania, and 
all helped form the Sugar Grove Methodist Episcopal Church in Knox Township 
(originally known as Hales Meeting House). The Hale family was hosting meetings of 
the church as early as 1802. Early church members (before 1815) included Hales, Shaws 
and Herringtons, all of whom intermarried. Hales had come from Baltimore, Maryland 
and it is thought that Herrington’s might have also came from Baltimore. 
 
John Herrington purchased a homestead in Carroll County (then Columbiana County) 
on October 20, 1815, from the Steubenville Land Office. This parcel was known as Range 
5, Township 14, Section 6 obtained directly from the government on Certificate #5896. 
This became Washington Township after Carroll County was formed. At the time 
Herrington obtained the land, it was in Western Columbiana County. 
 
With his wife and children, John Herrington moved north from Jefferson County to 
their new Carroll County home some time after 1815 but by 1817. It is supposed that the 
family located on the parcel of land John bought in 1815. They didn’t stay there long. In 
1819, John completed three other transactions that would make up the family farm. On 
January 19, 1819, John purchased two tracts for a total price of $2000. Both were from a 
Fredrick and Mary Woods of Jefferson County. John is already listed as a resident of 
Columbiana County. The parcels were SE and SW quarters of Range 5, Township 15, 
Section 35. On July 16, 1819, John received a Patent for 101.38 acres of land known as 
the NW quarter of the same section, which was nearly covered with wooded lots. This 
was obtained from the Steubenville Land Office. He now owned ¾ of the section. 
 
John not only homesteaded the farm on which he lived and died, but also homesteaded 
a farm for each of his seven sons and planted an orchard on each of these farms and ate 
fruit from all of them. There was a stone quarry on the Herrington farm and he had a 
solid, hand dressed, sand stone house built there by Frank Dunmore, a Negro 
stonemason from East Township. 
The house was built near the East road to the church, replacing the original log house 
they had lived in. 
 
There were a total of eleven children born into this family in a twenty-year period (from 
1792-1812). Their names were: Sarah, Elizabeth, John, Thomas, Hannah, William, 
Jacob, twins: Nathan and Samuel, Rebecca and James. Hannah was killed when she was 
about two years old by some falling rails, which crushed her head. Hannah, John’s wife, 
died July 8, 1836, aged 64 years and seven months. 
 
By 1839, John, Sr., had sold the last remaining property that he owned to Nathan for 
$3000. John, then, lived with his son Nathan, and his family in the farmhouse he had 
built, which was originally his own home. 
 
References found in an 1843 Augusta Township book, show that John Herrington was 
Judge of Elections in 1837 for which he was paid $1.00 and he was township trustee in 
1847. 
 
John walked to Augusta, a distance of three miles, to vote when he was 100 years old. It 
has been told that his son went to bring him home with horse and buggy. He told his son 



he had walked to Augusta and he would walk home, which he did. He had but one 
picture taken during his lifetime, and that on his 100th birthday at Augusta, Ohio. 
 
John Herrington died May 18, 1862, aged 103 years, four months and 18 days. John is 
buried beside Hannah in the Herrington Church cemetery, near the church. 
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